GREAT  SPEARWORT, Ranunculus lingua L.

259. Great Spearwort, Ranunculus lingua L. (X i); peren-
nial in marshes and ditches; leaves all borne on the rather thick
quite hollow green stems, linear-lanceolate, with faint nerves
running parallel with the entire margins, closely covered above
with minute grey spots, minutely hairy below with short appressed
hairs, tip blunt and pore-like; base of leaves sheathing and almost
circling the stem, sheaths membranous on the margin; flowers
very handsome, about 2 in. diam., few in a loose panicle; middle
.flower the oldest, long-stalked; sepals 5^ forming a 5-lobcd
depressed mass in bud (A, X 0), spreading, deeply and widely
pouched in the middle (B, X 14), yellow tinged with green,
scarcely hairy; petals (C, X 0) rich cream-yellow, widely obovate*
1 in. long, with a nectariferous pit at the base, very glossy all
over; stamens (D, X 4) numerous, anthers opening at the side;
carpels free, very numerous, forming a globose mass and arranged
on an oblong receptacle (E, x 6), not hairy; ovule 1 (G, X 10),
ascending; fruitlets (achenes) (F, X 10) glabrous (family
Ranunculaceae).

This is one of the most beautiful species of Buttercup in the
*British flora, the rich cream-yellow flowers being quite 2 in.
diameter. The flower-buds are very distinctive, the rounded
pouched sepals giving a lobed or angular appearance, with here
and there the tip of a petal emerging from the tight flower-pack.
In the bud stage the wonderful gloss on the petals is scarcely
noticeable. The stigmas are receptive before the anthers open,
cross-pollination being effected by flies, which usually alight on
the stigmas, dusting them with pollen from another flower,

Flower-lovers in numerous countries can enjoy the sight of this
lovely plant which has a wide range from Eire eastward into tem-
perate Asia andas far south as the Himalayas.

90